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Remarks  on  Dr. W agstaffej 

LETTER,  &c. 

4 

SIR , 

O  U  defire  my  Opinion  of 
Dr.  Wagftaffe’s  Letter  againft 
Inoculating  the  Small-Pox:  I 
ever  was  only  folicitous  about 
Things,  and  carelefs  of  Words  5 
you  are  therefore  to  expeifc 
no  Accuracy  of  Stile  from  me.  When  I  read 
the  Letter,  fome  things  I  met  with  I  thought 
bore  fo  hard  upon  Truth,  I  could  not  forbear 
making  fome  Remarks  as  I  went  along ;  if  you 

will 
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will  accept  them  as  I  writ  them,  you  have 
them  below. 

A  Method  fo  fecure  againft  the  mod  ge¬ 
neral,  and  too  often  mod  fatal  Diftemper 
Man  is  afHifted  withal, .  is  of  too  great  Con- 
fequence  to  be  played  off  with  a  Jeft  ;  and 
the  Fads  related  touching  this  Matter,  are 
too  ftrong  to  be  baffled  by  ufelefs  Specula¬ 
tions  ,  or  fubtle  Evafions. 

Some  of  our  Profeflion,  he  owns,  are 
now  convinced  that  the  true  SmaU-Eox  may 
be  produced  this  way  $  Time  and  Experience 
may  perhaps  convince  them  of  other  Matters 
they  are  at  prefent  as  unwilling  to  believe  as 
they  once  were  that,  would  they  be  perfuaded 
to  enlarge  the  Art  by  the  only  true  Method ,  that 
of  a  juft  Gbfervation.  If  the  Pradice  be  really 
found  dangerous,  and  the  Flux-Pox  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  this  Method ;  or  if  thofe  who  have 
really  had  the  Small-Pox  this  way,  have  them 
again  the  natural  way  5  no  honed  Man,  no 
Man  of  common  Senfe  will  plead  for  it. 
To  produce  fuch  an  Example  wou’d  be  an 
honefter,  as  well  as  a  more  effedual  way  of 
fupp  re  fling  the  Pradice,  than  that  of  Calum¬ 
nies,  or  Subtiltics.  But  to  come  to  the 
Letter. 

I  readily  agree  with  the  Dodor,  pag.  4. 
that  Ehyficians  ought  to  be  guided  chiefly  by 
Experience ,  and  Jhoud  not  encourage  a  Erac - 
tice  not  fupporied  by  Reafon ,  or  Faff .  Would 
Gentlemen  only  take  their  Aim  thence,  this 
Affair,  I  believe,  would  be  foon  decided ; 

1  but 
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but  lam  afraid,  fliould  we  Pra&ice only  inCafes 
better  warranted  by  Experience  than  this,  our 
Praftice  would  be  wonderfully  limited.  I  may 
venture  to  challenge  any  to  produce  a  greater 
number  of  Vouchers  for  the  Certainty  of  any 
Method,  from  amongft  thofe  on  whom  it  has 
been  tried,  if  they  will  except  the  Ufe  of  the 
Bark:  That  noble  Medicine  was  derived  from 
a  People  as  unpolite  as  the  Circajfians ,  and 
upon  much  more  (lender  Experience  was  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Vice-Roy  of  4 Peru’s  Falaces 
tho’  it  met  with  much  the  fame  Reception 
from  fome  of  the  Learned,  as  this  Gentle¬ 
man  wou’d  perfuade  them  to  give  this. 
Dr.  Morton  tells  us  from  Badus ,  Medicos 
Londinenfes  increpat ,  qnippe  fama  Mendaci , 
potius  quam  propria  experientia  inftruBi ,  fa- 
luberrimam  hanc  Medicinam  refpuebant .  He 
blames  the  London  Fhyftcians,  for  that  be¬ 
ing  guided  by  lying  Fame ,  rather  than  their 
own  Experience ,  they  rejected  this  moft 
whole  fome  Medicine .  Verijftmum  quidem  'eft? 
(fays  that  Do&or)  non  defuijfe  nefarios  quoft 
dam  detreblatores ,  qui  dolo  malo  confilium  ce- 
perunt  de  hujus  fama  premature  fupprimenda , 
ne  fcilicet  hac  fuccinbfa  Methodo ,  eMEgro- 
t ant ium  crumamas  emulgendiOccafio  t oiler etur. 
There  were  not  wanting  wicked  Calumniators , 
who  combind  very  early  to  fupprefs  its  Fame? 
left  by  this  ftoort  Method  (the  Ufe  of  the 
Bark)  they  jhotid  lofe  the  Opportunity  of 
draining  their  Fatients  Rockets .  He  goes 
on  ;  Hinc  Medici  Londinenfes  inexperti , 

atque 
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atque  wrFgrot  antes  perterriti,  ah  ufu  abftine- 
hani  >  interim  Medici  antiquis  methodic  longis, 
dr  invert  is  infeftentes ,  fam£  fort  unarum 

fuarum,  — -  £groti  vero  vit£  dulcijjim£  jac- 
furam  fecerunt .  Hence  the  London  4 Phyji - 
dans  being  unexperienced ,  and  the  Sick  fright - 
ed,  ab ft ained from  the  life  of  it,  whilft  the 
Tkjftciatis  by  there  old ,  tedious  and  uncertain 
Methods,  consulted  their  own  Fame  and  For¬ 
tune  at  the  Expense  of  the  T  attend  s  Life . 
Thus  far  Morton, 

Have  the  Gentlemen  who  have  handed  the 
Inoculation  to  us,  not  the  leaf  Knowledge  of 
Diftempers ?  as  Dr  JVagftafte  a  flats,  pag.  6. 
Are  there  no  Phylicians  amongft  them  >  Has 
It  not  been  tried  in  all  the  four  Quarters  of 
the  World  with  amazing  Succefs,  at  our  own 
Doors,  in  the  Face  of  the  moil  prejudiced? 
Whence  then  his  Reflection  on  the  Condud 


of  the  Royal  Family,  pag.  5. 

If  there  be  fuch  a  Difference,  as  he  ob- 
ferves  pag.  9.  between  the  be  ft  and  worft  fort 
of  Small  Fox,  how  unaccountable  is  it  to 
flight  a  Method  to  bring  the  bed  5  in  which , 
he  fays,  the  Nurfe  cannot  kill,  and  thereby 
fecure  againft  that  degree  of  it,  which  is  al- 
moft  infallibly  Mortal,  under  the  Care  even 
of  the  beft  Phyfician.  - .  •  _  -  A  ■ 

He  allows,  pag.  10.  it  would  be  a  rational 
and  life  fid  Traci  ice,  coild  we  be  affufd  that 
the  Dtfiemper  would  not  be  equally  uncertain 
by  Inoculation.  Here  I  think  we  might  leave 
it  5  for  he  muft  be  very  little  acquainted  with 
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the  Affair,  or  have  a  peculiar  Faculty  of 
withholding  his  Affent,  who  can  ft  ill  queftion 
whether  Inoculation  be  equally  apt  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  bad  Sort  with  the  common  way  of 
Infe&ion.  If  fo  many  concurring  Evidences 
from  all  parts,  from  other  Hands,  will  have 
no  weight  with  our  Author  ;  the  Letters  him^ 
felf  hath  publiihed,  methinks  might  fuffice. 

When  the  p'ansfiifing  the  Blood  of  one 
Animal  into  another ,  which  in  his  Opinion, 
pag.  1 1 .  flood  on  a  more  probable  Foundation 
than  thiSy  fliall  be  found  by  Experience  as 
fafe  and  effectual,  we  fliall  allow  it  to  ftarid 
upon  as  good  a  Bottom  ;  till  then,  let  thofe 
who  have  leifure  and  inclination  for  unpro¬ 
fitable  Speculations,  amufe  themfelves  with 
fuch  Trifles ;  but  let  them  not  thence  direft 
in  what  fo  nearly  concerns  Life.  'Tis  this 
has  brought  on  the  Profeflion,  the  Scandal  of 
being  uncertain,  whilft  Men  negleft  the  true 
Method  of  enlarging  the  Faculty  by  a  juft 
and  judicious  Obfervation.  Nor  let  us  be 
afraid  of  throwing  up  hereby  the  Inclofures 
to  Empiricks ;  for  fuch  only,  as  fet  out  qua¬ 
lified  with  fo  much  knowledge  in  the  Lan¬ 
guages  as  will  enable  them  to  profecute  their 
Studies,  and  confult  the  beft  Authors,*  have 
their  Faculties  enlarged  by  the  ftudy  of  Phi- 
lofophy,  and  are  infiru&ed  in  all  the  Parts 
relating  to  Medicine,  by  approved  Matters;., 
fuch,  and  fuch  only  are,  in  the  general,  ca¬ 
pable  of  making  a  juft  Obfervation,  and  ap¬ 
plying  it  to  particular  Cafes.  But  to  return, 

B  Tav,  1  A- 
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Bag.  14.  he  tells  us,  we  may  be  convinced 
of  the  ill  Effects  of  this  way  of  conveying 
Infection  into  the  Bloody  by  the  fatal  Confe- 
quences  of  this  very  Matter  s  returning  into 
the  Bloody  in  the  height h  of  the  Flux  Box  : 
What  Analogy  is  there  between  the  fmalleft 
quantity  of  Matter  imaginable,  conveyed  in¬ 
to  the  Blood  of  an  healthy  Perfon  5  and  the 
Quantities  abforb’d  into  the  Veins,  where  the 
Skin  is  cover’d  with  almoft  infinite  Abfcefies, 
the  intermediate  Spaces  inflam’d,  Perfpiration 
ftopt,  and  no  room  for  a  farther  Difcharge  ? 

Doth  it  appear  by  Dr* Nettletons  Account, 
as  he  affirms,  pag*  17.  that  fcarce  a  fourth 
part  of  the  Inoculated  hadthe  genuine  Small- 
Box  ?  Strange  !  Where  is  that  to  be  found  i 

Well  j  but  if  this  doth  give  the  Small- 
Box  y  as  he  owns  it  does  fomctimes,  How 
ftoall  we  knowy  fays  fae,  pag.  19.  the  exalt 
Hofe  ?  Are  not  the  Inoculat or $  ft  range  Em- 
pmchsy  not  to  ad  juft  the  ftfuantity  to  the  Ba- 
iienfs  Age  ?  pag.  20.  Whence  this  ftrange 
Objection  ?  Have  the  Inoculated  more  or  lefs 
Pocks  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  Mat¬ 
ter  applied  >  Some  have  us’d  Drops ;  others, 
fcarce  the  hundredth  part  of  a  Drop.  Do 
we  find  the  firft  have  the  Diftemper  more 
feverely  than  the  other  ?  No.  If  this  Gen¬ 
tleman  had  given  himfelf  the  Trouble  of 
infpefting  this  Matter,  he  wou’d  never  have 
argued  thus.  Befides,  I  apprehend  ’tis  the 
Opinion  of  the  judicious,  and  even  his  own, 
as  you  will  fee  pag.  S  and  1  o,  that  the  dif¬ 
ferent 
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fercnt  degrees  of  the  Small-Fox  proceed  not, 
from  the  greater  or  lefier  Quantity  of  infec¬ 
tious  Matter,  however  convey’d;  but  from 
the  Nature  of  that,  and  the  Difpofition  of  the 
Patient  who  receives  it.  When  Children 
and  Adults  receive  the  Infe&ion  at  the  fame 
time,  the  common  way,  no  diftin&ion  of 
Quantity  is  made  5  yet  we  fee  Children  gene¬ 
rally  efcape  beft. 

*  In  pag.  20 - 24.  he  is  much  at  a  loft 

how  to  come  at  a  certainty  in  this  Matter ; 
but  pretends  to  be  very  certain  the  Favour¬ 
ers  of  this  Experiment  can  never  inform  us> 
which  [hall  have  it  favourably ,  which  not . 
Yet,  they  do,  with  one  Voice,  inform  us, 
it  always  is  favourable ;  tho  in  fome  more* 
in  others  left.  It  is  hard  to  guefs,  what  Infor¬ 
mation  will  fatisfy  our  Brother.  ■>  ~  * 

I  can  fay  nothing  to  the  Newgate  Expe¬ 
riment  which  he  fpeaks  of,  pag v  25,  &c.  It 
lies  on  Mr.  Maitland  to  defend  his  Account  : 
Thofe  prefent  only  can  fay  whether  the  In¬ 
oculated  there  had  the  true  Small-Fox.  But 
I  can  affure  you,  thofe  I  have  feen,  had  the 
Symptoms  which  ufualiy  precede  the  genuine 
Small-Fox  ;  as  Heaviness,  Headachy  Fever 
and  Vomiting.  Thefe  disappear'd,  as  ufual  in 
the  beft  fort,  upon  the  Eruption  5  the  Puftles 
rofe  with  inflam’d  edges ;  white,  and  then 
yellow  Heads;  and  went  off  about  the  ufuaL 
time  in  yellow  Scabs.  This  I  apprehend  to 
be  fomething  more  than  the  Chicken-Fox , 
pag.  19,  29. 


Is 


(  I* ) 

Is  it  rafh  to  fay ,  Such  will  prevent  the  P^if 
temper  for  the  future?  And  do  wc  know  no 
Reafon ,  as  he  affirms,  pag.  29.  /FAy  m?# 
thofe  who  have  had  it  in  the  moft  regular 
manner ,  foould  not  be  liable  to  catch  it  a  Se¬ 
cond  time  ?  This,  however,  is  generally  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  true,  tho’  fome  affert  it  has  af- 
feded  fome  Perfons  twice  in  the  natural  way. 
If  this  be  Fad,  we  may  fo  far  agree  with 
him,  that  the  Inoculators  muft  not  pretend 
to  give  greater  Security  from  future  Infedion, 
than  the  genuine  Small-Pox  receiv’d  in  the 
natural  way  would. 

That  thofe  who  have  had  the  Small-Pox 
the  natural  way,  may  have  them  again  by  In¬ 
oculation,  has  been  proved \  he  fays,  by  an 
Inflance  in  St.  Thomas j  Hofpital ,  pag.  ;i. 
but  he  does  not  fay  thofe  were  really  the 
Small-Pox .  If  the  Pimples  produc’d  upon 
that.Perfon  by  Inoculation  were  any  thing 
more  than  thofe  who  attend  on  People  in 
this  Diftemper  often  have,  it  had  been  too 
material  to  have  been  fo  (lightly  reprefentcd. 
My  Servant  who  attended  my  Children  under 
Inoculation,  had  (Iich.  But  what  then?  there 
were  no  preceding  Symptoms ;  and  the  Pimples 
run  no  courie  of  Incrcafe,  Maturation,  &c. 

In  the  next  Paragraph,  he  fays,  the  afiertion 
of  their  being  always  favourable,  has  been 
often  confuted  by  the  Flux  kind,  frequently 
induc'd  this  way ,  Where  are  the  Inftances  > 
A  very  few  wou'd  fuffice  to  ffifie  thisPradice. 
The  only  two  he  is  able  to  produce,  are,  I 

think., 
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think,  denied  by  thofe  upon  the  fpot  to  be 
the  Confequences  of  regular  Inoculation. 
They  indeed,  can  bed  anfwcr  him  as  to 
thofe  Particulars  :  But  the  Cafe  of  Lord 

S - Son  has  been  otherwife  repre- 

fented  to  us,  viz-,  that  he  died  of  Convulfions 
he  had  been  before  fubject  to  j  and  that  it  ap¬ 
pear’d  upon  Direction,  the  Small-Fox  had 
not  occalioned  his  Death.  I  doubt  it  wou’d 
not  beeafily  prov’d,  that  T olypufes,  i.  e.  flefliy 
Excrefcencies,  are  fuch  inflantaneous  appear¬ 
ances  as  he  alledges,  pag.  33.  I  grant  it  was 
wrong  to  give  the  Small  \ Pox  to  one  in  fuch 
an  ill  State  of  Health  ;  they  might  have  wait¬ 
ed  a  better.  A  Choice ,  by  the  way,  not  to 
be  had  in  the  natural  way,  and  an  Advantage 
in  this  Method  particularly  to  be  regarded, 
fince  fo  much  depends  on  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Patient  in  this  Diftemper. 

The  Accounts  we  have  of  Lord  Bathurft’ s 
Butler’s  Cafe,  reprefent  it  as  an  Experiment 
out  of  the  ufual  way,  for  which  he  had  a 
Reward.  There  was  certainly  no  Occafion 
for  any  in  the  way  it  had  been  perform’d  be¬ 
fore,  and  particularly  on  his  Lordfhip’s  own 
Children  with  Succefs. 

Thefe  being  the  only  Examples,  you  fee, 
pag 3  5.  he  is  able  to  produce  of  the  Mif- 
fortune  of  this  Pra&ice,  from  amongft  the 
many  on  whom  it  has  been  tried  here;  he 
is  forced  to  fly  to  that  doughty  Evidence  in 
New  England ,  ‘Dolhonde ,  an  obfeure  French¬ 
man,  whofe  ridiculous  Accounts  certainly  de- 

ferve 
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ferve  the  Contempt  of  all  judicious  Perfons : 
That  in  the  Army  (a  mod  unlikely  place)  in 
Italy ,  Flanders  and  Spain,  twenty  Years  ago, 
this  Experiment  fhou’d  be  tried  3  that  we 
fhou’d  never  hear  of  fuch  an  extraordinary 
Novelty ;  that  a  Captain  fhould  fubmit  to 
the  Operation  five  or  fix  times  5  and  that  after 
all  it  fhou’d  be  to  no  purpofe  j  are  things  too 
grofs  even  for  the  writer  of  thofe  Letters  he 
hath  publifii’d  at  the  end  of  his,  to  lay  any 
Strefs  on.  No  doubt  he  had  mention’d  F^ol- 
boride's  Relation,  had  he  not  known  how  little 
regard  was  due  to  it.  And  Dr.  Wagftaffe 
can’t  be  ignorant  with  what  Contempt  it  was 
received  by  thofe  of  the  beft  Charader  at 
Bofton,  who  knew  the  Man. 

Fag.  37.  the  Doctor  rallies  the  Patrons  of 
Inoculation  for  i  attributing  any  Misfortune 
which  happens  to  their  Patients,  to  hidden 
Caufes,  or  taking^  the  Infection  the  common 
way.  Will  he  fay,  that  the  inoculated  may 
not  have  catch’d  the  Infedion  other  wife  ? 
This  diftrefs’d  Dr.  Boyljlon ,  it  feems,  at  Bof¬ 
ton,  but  may  caufe  but  little  Difficulty,  finc'e 
we  find  the  Inoculation  takes  effed  about  the 
Seventh  day  5  and  its  much  if  they  chance  to 
be  affeded  by  the  common  way  exadly  at 
that  time  too. 

The  inoculated  Small-Fox  will  no  doubt 
Infed,  (which  by  the  way,  fhews  them  to  be 
genuine)  and  for  that  Reafon  I  agree  with 
him,  due  Care  flion’d  be  taken  it  be  not  un- 
nccdTarily  fore  ad  am  on  eft  thofe,  who  maybe 

either 
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cltlicr  unwilling,  or  unfit  to  receive  the  Dif 
temper.  Tho’  there  is  good  reafon  to  be- 
lieve,  a  better  Sort  wou’d  be  even  that  way 
communicated,  than  by  the  common  way  of 
Infe&ion. 

But,  pag.  40.  if  this  Experiment  Jhould not 
prevent  the  Small-Pox  for  the  future  ?  Why 
then  indeed,  there  would  be  an  end  of  the 
Practice.  Let  him  produce  from  amongft 
the  many  inoculated,  but  one  undeniable  Evi¬ 
dence  that  any  who  really  had  the  Small- 
Eox  thus,  have  had  them  again,  (tho’  fome 
are  faid  to  have  them  twice  the  natural  way) 
I  dare  promife  him  that  would  deftroy  its 
Reputation.  But  there  is  all  the  Proof  given 
the  Negative  will  admit  of,  that  they  will  not 
have  them  again,  who  have  really  had  them 
thus :  The  Pra&ice  of  it  from  Time  imme¬ 
morial  amongft  the  Circajfians  5  for  above 
forty  Years  amongft  the  Grecians  in  Turkey , 
and  in  the  Levant  5  where  Dr.  Timont  and 
Eylarini ,  Men  of  Knowledge  and  Chara&er, 
and  our  own  A  m  baft  a  dor’s  Train  tell  us,  it 
had  been  experienced  on  Thoufands;  and 
that  the  Quality,  formerly  averfe  to  it,  now 
for  fome  Years  paft  have  come  into  it  without 
hefitation  5  and  that  tho  the  Inoculated  had 
ever  fo  few,  yet  they  never  had  the  Small - 
Eox  again,  tho’  they  cohabited  with  fuch  as 
had  it.  What  Evidence  more  can  be  de¬ 
manded?  The  Nflw- Englanders,  Men  of  the 
greateft  Judgment,  Learning  and  Chara&er 
there,  tell  us,  none  of  the  Inoculated,  tho* 

they 
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they  attended  on  others  in  the  Diftemper, 
ever  had  them  a  fecond  time.  And  even  the 
Author  of  his  Letters,  confefieth,  that  not  one 
of  the  Inoculated  during  the  /pace  of  five  or 
fix  Months,  has  had  the  Small-Pox  in  the 
natural  way ,  tho’  the  Diftemper  rag’d  in 
every  Corner.  Add  to  all  this,  that  it  has 
been  often  endeavour’d  to  bring  the  Small- 
Pox  a  fecond  time,  by  Inoculation,  upon  thofe 
who  had  them  before,  without  effeft.  In¬ 
deed,  it  is  fufficient,  that  it  is  acknowledged 
the  true  Small-Pox  are  produc’d  this  way  ; 
and  then  fure  they  have  all  the  Security  can 
be  expefted.  But  let  us  fee  what  he  brings 
againft  this. 

Pag.  41.  it  feems  contradiBed  (modeftly  ex- 
prefs’d)  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Degrave'V  ‘Daughter, 
who  had  the  Inoculation  perform’d  upon  her, 
and  thence  Eruptions  (which  her  Parents  af¬ 
firm’d  were)  fbmewhat  like  a  Rafio  5  and  which , 
he  fays,  the  Inoculator  call'd  the  Small-Pox, 
and  affufd  them  Jhe  was  fecufd  from  ever 
having  it  again.  However,  fome  Time  after 
the  Do&ovfaw  her  down  in  the  true  difiinB 
Sort :  And  one  Example  of  this  kind  is  fuffi¬ 
cient  to  him.  An  Example  of  what?  Of  one 
who  had  a  Rafh,  and  the  Small-Pox  after. 
This  is  the  Cafe  as  himfelf  hath  put  it;  for 
the  Inoculator,  in  his  Opinion,  was  miftaken, 
and  wrongfully  call’d  a  Rafh  the  Small-Pox : 
and  that  is  all  is  prov’d  by  this  Example, 
How  fhort  then  doth  his  Conclufion  fall, 
pag.  43.  that  it  is  plain  from  this  Cafe ,  'tis 
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no  ‘Preventive ,  where  it  really  doth  produce 
the  SmallPox :  which,  from  what  I  have 
obferved,  I  believe  it  very  rarely  fails  to  do, 
when  perform'd  as  it  ought,  tho*,  perhaps, 
fometimes  it  may.  And  is  the  Operation  for 
this  Reafon,  as  he  pofitively  alferts,  abfolutely 
ufelefs  ?  Are  Vomits  and  Purges  fo  ?  Or  do 
they  never  fail  to  effed  what  is  defign’d  by 
them. 

I  agree  with  him,  pdg.  44.  we  ought  to  be 
cautious  whom  we  order  for  Inoculation  ; 
tho'  I  judge  the  Confequences  of  a  bad  Con- 
ftitution,  are  not  quite  fo  dangerous  here  as 
in  a  Salivation  $  and  yet  he  will  own,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  his  Argument  will  not  hold  good  ab¬ 
folutely  againft  this,  becaufe  it  may  be  dange¬ 
rous  in  feme  Cafes. 

Other  ^Difiempers  may,  perhaps,  be  this 
way  communicated ,  pag.  45.  and  therefore 
due  Care  fhould  be  taken,  the  Matter  be  got 
from  one,  of  otherwife  a  found  Confti- 
tution. 

His  other  Example,  pag.  47.  of  the  Infe- 
curity  of  Inoculation,  is  the  old  Story  of 
Captain  Hujfart  again,  from  ‘Dolhonde  5  the 
unhappy  Gentleman  in  the  Army,  who, 
twenty  Years  ago,  complain'd,  that  he  had 
that  curfed  Experiment  tried  upon  him  ten 
Tears  before,  five  or  fix  times ,  without  any 
EjfieEl .  Was  the  Gentleman  under  Sentence 
of  Death,  that  he  fhould  fubmit  to  undergo 
it  fo  often?  But,  unhappily,  notwithstanding 
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thefe  repeated  Trials,  it  took  no  Effed :  How 
then  conics  this  to  be  brought  as  an  Example 
that  thofe  who  have  had  the  Smallpox  by 
Inoculation,  may  have  them  again?  The 
Dodor  owns,  fag,  48.  he  is  unacquainted 
with  Polhondes  Charader ;  but  that  he  might 
have  had  from  Men  of  undoubted  Credit, 
upon  the  Spot.  TTis  true,  fome  well-mean¬ 
ing  People  among  the  Magiftrates  at  B  oft  on > 
on  the  firft  Appearance  of  this  new  Difcovery 
amongft  them,  took  his  Affidavit ,  and  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  fupprefs  the  Pradice.  ThePhy - 
ficians  alfto ,  and  Surgeons ,  he  fays,  pag.  48. 
came  to  fever al  Ref  lations',  to  flop  the  cPro - 
grefs  of  the  Experiment ,  upon  DolhondeV 
Reprefentation  folely ;  I  am  inclin’d  to  believe 
they  would  not  be  forty  were  that  forgotten. 
Mr.  cDummer,  a  Gentleman  well  acquainted 
with  the  Affairs  of  New-Englandj  tells  us, 
indeed  Very  modeftly,  the  Phyficians  at  Roft 
ton  were  againft  it  for  Reafons  not  at  all 
necejfary  to  mention  5  but  that  mighty  Truth 
would  prevail  $  and  that  the  amazing  Succefs 
of  the  Practice  had  convinced  every  reafon- 
ctble  Adverfary ,  and 1  filmed  the  moft  Obftinate, 
I  think  it  appears  by  the  third  Letter  at  the 
end  of  our  Authors,  the  Bill  he  mentions 
for  reft  raining  the  Pr  alike ,  was  not  thought 
fit  by  the  Governor  and  Council  to  be  pafs’d 
into  a  Law . 

It  looks  but  oddly,  that  they  who  wou’d 
perfuade  us  the  genuine  Smallpox  are  fcarce 
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ever  produced  this  way,  fliouid  make  fuch. 
violent  Remonftrances  againft;  fpreading  the 
Infedion  thereby. 

But  pag.  51.  he  takes  notice  the  Inoeulators 
dont  agree  in  the  Hefeription  of  the  Symp¬ 
toms.  Pray,  do  all  our  learned  Authors,  Sy¬ 
denham,  Morton,  Freind,  and  others,  agree  5 
I  wifh  they  and  we  too  differed  in  nothing 
more  material  than,  whether  our  Patients 
had  a  greater  or  lejfer  Degree  of  a  fa  ft  Small-* 
Fox-,  and  that  we  could  all  fay  as  the  Inocu* 
lators  do,  that  tho1  fome  may  have  the  Symp¬ 
toms  in  a  higher  Degree,  arid  more  Pocks, 
than  others,  yet  all fafe :  This  he  knows  they 
all  agree  in.  ; ; 

He  may  alfo  know,  that  notwithftanding, 
as  he  relates  it,  pag.  52.  the  Amhajfadofs  Son 
might  he  Hot  and  Thirfiy ,,  and  Mr.  Coifs 
Child  III  and  Fenjerifh ,  yet  thofe  Gentlemen 
are  very  far  from  being  difpleafed  it  was 
done :  He  wou’d  be  very  little  of  a  Parent, 
who  wou  4  not  compound  at  that  Rate,  for 
the  Security  of  his  Child  againft  the  common 
Fate  of  the  Small-Fox.  The  diftind  fort  are  oft 
attended  with  worfe  Circumftances  than  thofe, 
and  yet  who  is  not  pleas’d  to  find  his  Child 
have  them  in  this  manner  ?  Nay,  I  will  go  far¬ 
ther,  and  from  what  I  haveobferv’d,  agree,  they 
may  have  the  Symptoms  preceding  the  Erup¬ 
tion  this  way,  perhaps,  as  fevere  in  fome 
Conftitutions,  as  in  the  diftind  Kind  the  com¬ 
mon  way,  and  perhaps  as  many  Pocks,  and 
Swellings  after  too  5  but  what  then,  if  ajl 
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this  be  attended  with  no  real  Danger  >  Which 
we  know  is  the  Cafe  in  the  common  diftind 
Sort,  even  where  the  Symptoms  are  fevere,  if 
due  Care  be  taken. 

'  Mr.  Maitland,  he  takes  notice,  pag*  52. 
attributes  what  there  was  of  'Danger  in  one 
of  Mr.  Heath  r  Sons,  to  his  wetting  his  Feet 
in  Water .  Do  the  Foor  in  Mr.  Maitland’.? 
Country  run  about  with  the  Small-Pox  upon 
them ,  without  Shoes  or  Stockings ,  without 
Danger  ?  I  prefume  they  muft  have  them 
then  fomewhat  more  favourable  than  Mr. 
Heaths  Son  had.  Or  if  they  ufually  go  fo 
there,  is  that  an  Argument  thole  here,  who 
go  well  cloath’d,  wou’d  receive  no  Damage 
by  fuch  a  Pradice  ?  Where  does  Dr.  Sydenham 
advife  any  thing  like  this  \  Is  this  the  cold  Re¬ 
gimen  he  recommends* 

Dr.  Nettietonr  Defcription ,  he  owns, 
pag.  5  4.  feems  a  fair  one  of  what  that  Gen¬ 
tleman  faw  himfelf  in  this  Diftemper  •>  that 
the  Symptoms  were  as  ufual  in  the  diftinlt 
Small-Pox  :  He  fays  alfo,  not  one  died  of  the 
Small-Pox  produced  by  Inoculation ,  tho  it  was 
perform'd  in  a  Family,  where,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  way,  it  was  attended  with  the  moft  fatal 
Circumftances.  And  yet  Dr.  Wagftajfe  ven¬ 
tures  to  affirm,  pag.  5  5.  that  Nettlcton’s  Ac¬ 
count  differs  from  Maitland*/,  as  much  as  the 
Diftemper  differs  from  itfelf  What !  do 
they  differ  in  their  Defcription  of  the  Symp¬ 
toms  and  Danger  attending  Inoculation,  as 
much  as  the  moft  fafe  from  the  moft  deftruc - 
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five  Small-Pox  >  Sure,  fomething  elfe  than 
an  impartial  Search  after  Truth,  muft  tempt  a 
Man  to  write  thus.  If  Dr.  Timoni  had  af- 
ferted  any  thing  fo  wild,  we  might  have 
been  apt  to  believe  he  was  impofed  on,  had 
feen  little  himfelf,  but  took  it  upon  Trujl  from 
thofe  who,  thro  Ignorance  or  TDefign,  deceiv'd 
him,  as  the  Doctor  expreffeth  himfelf  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  that  Gentleman,  pag.  56. 

He  makes  much  the  lame  Work,  pag .  57, 
58,  with  the  minute  Differences  between  27- 
moni  and  Tylarini,  Matters  of  no  Moment 
but  to  amufe  the  Reader. 

Tho’  the  Difcharge  at  the  Incijions  may 
not  perhaps  leffenthe  number  of  Pocks  much, 
pag.  59.  as  their  Difcharge  ismoftly  after  the 
Eruption ,  yet,  may  not  that  contribute  great¬ 
ly  to  the  Safety  of  the  Patient,  as  we  ob- 
ferve  that  of  Salivation  does  in  the  common 
Flux-kind  ?  Nay  more,  is  it  not  poffible,  the 
Body  may  be  thereby  freed  of  what  occafions 
the  Small-Tox,  and  be  fecur’d  againft  that 
Diftcmper,  tho  the  Puftles  fhould  not  run 
their  Courfe  fo  regularly,  as  in  the  common 
way  ?  But  let  this  be  left  to  Time.  I  would 
tempt  none  to  this  Pra&ice  by  Reafons  not 
fully  warranted  by  Experience. 

i*ag.  60.  he  alledges,  every  Surgeon  knows 
a  Wound  made  in  any  "Tart,  will  inflame, 
fuppurate,  and  fo  forth.  But,  will  fuch  a 
fmall  Incifion ,  in  a  good  Conftitution,  with¬ 
out  any  afliftancc,  by  degrees  grow  larger  and 
deeper,  and  difcharge  more  than  many  com¬ 
mon 
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moil  Ifjues ,  and  then  dry  up  of  its  own  ac¬ 
cord,  as  thefe  ufually  do  as  the  Small-Vox 
go  off ?  Do  Incifions  made  for  IJJiies ,  with¬ 
out  any  help,  do  fo  ? 

To  conclude ;  The  only  two  Inftances  he 
has  brought  to  prove  the  Danger  of  this  Prac¬ 
tice  are  difputedy  and  thofe  brought  to  prove, 
it  not  Preventive  are  fallacious  ;  i  may  there¬ 
fore  fafely  affert  his  declaiming  Conclufion  to 
be  fo  too,  fince  the  whole  ftrefs  of  the  Argu¬ 
ment  lies  in  thefe  two  Particulars. 

Since  I  have  followed  the  Dodor  thus  from 
Page  to  Page,  and  conhder’d  every  thing 
which,  as  I  judge,  you  will  think  requires 
it,  as  far  as  the  compafs  of  a  Letter  will  al¬ 
low,  and  have  run  into  a  length  far  beyond 
my  firft  Intention  5  I  have  no  Inclination  to 
fpend  Time  in  making  it  corred,  and  there¬ 
fore  defire  you  will  overlook  fuch  Slips  as 
hade  and  careleffnefs  have  occafi oned :  But  if 
I  have  miftaken  our  Author,  given  a  wrong 
Turn  to,  or  riot  anfwer’d  any  thing  of  mo¬ 
ment  in  his  Letter,  corred  me  freely.  As  ail 
I  am  more  particularly  interefted  in  are  (I 
hope)  fecur’d,  I  have  no  other  concern  for  the 
Succefs  of  this  Method,  than  as  a  Member 
of  the  Commonwealth;  but  fliall  have  my 
fliarc  of  Advantage  if  it  take  not.  I  think 
it  has  not  the  common  Vogue ,  as  the  Dodor 
alledges  5  therefore  neither  Popularity  nor  Ad¬ 
vantage  can  lead  our  Profeffion  into  it  5  but 
whenever  I  (hall  have  as  good  Reafon  to 
believe  it  tmfaf.e,,  or  ineffectual^  as  I  now 
r  have 
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have  for  the  contrary,  no  Man  (hall  be  more 
ready  to  acknowledge  it  than, 

T  or  tf mouthy  SIR 

July  26 y  1722.  > 

Tour  very  Humble  Servant* 

S.  I  thought  to  have  referred  you  to 
the  New -Englanders  for  Anfwer  to  the  Let¬ 
ters  from  thence.  You  may,  however,  ob- 
ferve,  the  Gentleman  who  writ  thofe  was  in 
a  heat.  He  fays  many  died  of  the  Inocula¬ 
tion  5  but,  tho  he  knows  how  material  it 
would  have  been  to  have  named  other  Perfons, 

he  is  only  in  the  old  Story  of  Mrs.  2) - -/, 

who,  the  Inoculators  fay,  had  taken  the 
Infedion  the  common  way.  The  Antagonifts 
are  pleas’d  to  jeft  with  that  Account  of  the 
Death  of  any  Inoculated  >  but  however, 
they  muft  allow  it  may  be  Fad;  and  very 
probable,  where  the  Contagion  is  fpread  as 
was  that  in  Boflon . 

You  may  alfo  obferve,  how  he  miftakes 
our  Laws,  when  he  would  wreft  thofe,  (I 
fuppofe  relating  to  the  Plague)  to  the  De- 
ftrudion  of  one,  who  thinks  it  his  Duty  to 
preferve  from  a  Diftemper,  little  inferior 
fometimes  to  that,  by  the  belt  means  Pro¬ 
vidence,  in  his  Opinion,  has  provided.  If 
the  Inoculators  at  New-Evgland ,  contributed 
rafhly  to  the  fpreading  the  Infedion,  it  was 
wrong. 


All 


All  I  (hall  farther  take  notice  of,  are  his 
Conceffions,  which  he  owns  have  been  leaned 
by  Experience  :  r.  That  the  Small* Pox  may  be 
communicated  by  Inoculation .  z.  That  they 
are  frequently  more  favourable ,  '  and  not  Jo 
mortal ,  this  way as  in  the  common  way  of 
Infection.  3 .  That  not  one  of  the  Inoculated \ 
during  the  face  of  five  or  fix  Months ,  has 
had  the  Small-Pox  in  the  natural  way  5 
tho*  you  may  obferve,  all  Corners  of  the 
Town  were  infe&ed,  and  feveral  Hundreds 
had  been  there  Inoculated  :  Very  material 
Conceffions  from  an  Adverfary. 
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LETTER  II. 

Remarks  on  Mr.  M  a  s  s  e  yV 

Sermon ,  &c. 


SIR, 

INCE  my  laft  I  have  met  with  Ml 
Majfef  s  Sermon  againft  Inoculati¬ 
on,  and  am  willing  to  follow  the 
Remarks  on  Dr.  tVagftaffey  with 
fome  other  on  this  Gentleman. 

No  Man  has  a  greater  Veneration  for  the 
Clergy  than  my  felf,  when  I  confider  them 
as  a  Body  of  Learned  Men,  fet  a  part  for  the 
propagating  Religion,  and  all  the  natural  mo¬ 
ral  Duties,  fo  neceflary  for  the  Welfare  of  hu¬ 
man  Society  5  but  if,  inftead  hereof,  any  a- 
mongft  them,  propagate  Calumny,  Conten¬ 
tion,  and  Opinions  deftrudtivc  of  all  this ;  Re¬ 
ligion  it  felf,  a  due  Concern  for  Truth,  the 
Peace  and  Happinefs  of  Mankind,  will  teach 
us  to  look  upon  fuch  as  the  Pelts  of  Society, 
and  Scandal  of  their  Profeffion.  I  hope  the 
Time  is  coming  when  fuch  Venefici,  fuch 
Spreaders  of  Infection,  will  be  diflinguifhed 
from  thofe  of  the  Faculty ,  who  deferve  Ho¬ 
nour  y  and  not  permitted  to  mingle  with  them , 
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as  the  \ Devil  among  the  Sons  of  God  $  to  ufe 
the  Words  of  this  meek  Gentleman,  upon 
the  Favourers  of  Inoculation,  p.  19.  One 
wou’d  think,'  St.  Andrew’s  had  the  infpiring 
Faculty  attributed  to  the  ancient  oracular 
Caves,  or  our  Preacher  had  got  the  Saint’s 
Mantle,  even  before  he  had  dropt  it.  But 
how  the  fame  Spirit  (hou’d  infpire  him,  and 
the  Brethren  at  New-Englandy  is  feme  what 
unaccountable  5  for  our  Accounts  from  thence 
tell  us,  they  never  faw  the  "Devil  fo  let  loofe 
upon  any  Occafwn ;  a  lying  Spirit  alfo  went 
forth  there,  againft  this  Method.  See  the 
Letter  publifli’d  by  Mr.  Drummer ,  p.  1 6.  But 
let  us  now  look  into  the  Sermon. 

D.  6.  we  have  a  particular  Account  of  the 
Diftemper  wherewith  Job  was  afflicted.  It 
feems  Interpreters  are  puzzled  about  it  ,•  but 
this  Practice  of  Inoculation  has  cleared  up  the 
Difficulty.  It  is  Mr.  Maffef  s  Opinion,  it  was 
no  other  than  the  Small-Pox,  inoculated  by  the 
Devil  upon  that  good  Man.  Rifum  teneatis , 
I  would  treat  a  Sermon  with  all  due  Decen¬ 
cy,  but  it  is  impoffible  not  to  laugh  out 
upon  fuch  an  Occafion.  The  Gentleman  is  fo 
ferious  tho’,  he  fees  not  what  can  be  advanc’d 
to  invalidate  this ;  No?  I  will  venture  then, 
fo  far  to  play  the  Divine,  as  to  advance  againft 
it,  and  admoniffi  him  in  the  Words  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  not  to  be  wife  above  what  is  written . 
His  Text  tells  him  plainly,  Job  was  fmitten 
with  fore  Boils  :  If  one  could  be  ferious 
with  ftich  a  ridiculous  Conjecture,  we  might 

tell 
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tell  him  there  i$  fome  Difference  between  Boils 
and  Buflules :  But  where  is  the  Method  of 
Inoculation,  and  the  Symptoms  preceding  the 
Eruption  ?  He  may  confult  the  Original,  and 
fee  whether  that  will  allow  him  to  call  Jots 
Diftemper,  a  Confluence  of  inflammatory  Buf 
tules?  conveyed  into  his  Body  by  Inocula¬ 
tion. 

He  fupports  this  wonderful  Difcovery  by 
the  Suppofition  of  Jots  living  in  the  fame 
Country ,  from  whence  this  Brattice  is  deri¬ 
ved 5  p.  7.  fo  that  here  is  another  Difficulty, 
thanks  to  Inoculation,  cleared  up,  viz.  that 
the  Land  of  Uz,  is  that  now  inhabited  by  the 
Circajflans.  This  Gentleman  has  an  excellent 
Faculty  this  Way  ;  for  he  alfo  lets  us  know, 
p.  23.  what  the  Tree  of  Life  was,  and  that 
by  the  Knowledge  thereof,  the  Lives  of  the  An¬ 
tediluvians  were  prolong'd  to  fo  great  a  Length: 
But  I  think  it  happens  unluckily  for  his  Con¬ 
jecture,  Adam  never  tafted  thereof,  but  was 
difpofleffed  of  it,  as  himfelf  fays. 

Bylarini  tells  us,  the  Turks  who  aferibe  all 
Events  to  Fate ,  come  flowly  into  this  Method 
of  B  revent  ion 5  but  our  Divine  fays,  p.  13,  it 
is  no  Wonder  to  fee  thofe  give  into  fuch  Brac- 
tices9  who  believe  a  Fatality  :  Which  reafon 
beft,  think  you,  the  Mahometans ,  or  Mr.  Maf 

fiyt 

B.  14.  he  argues,  it  is  unlawful,  fince  we 
have  no  Bower  granted  us  to  inflitt  Sicknefs9 
and  Difeafes  :  But  I  believe,  he  will  allow, 
we  have  a  Power  granted  us  to  adminifter  Vo- 
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tmtSy  and  Purges  %  which  the  Patients  will 
tell  him,  feldorn  fail  to  produce  Stcknefs ,  and 
we  can  tell  him,  often  produce c Difeafes  alfo* 
therefore  it  is  no  fuch  ft  range  uncommon  Prac¬ 
tice,  to  produce  a  leffer  Degree  of  llltiefs,  to 
prevent  a  greater.  Is  this  & Diabolical ?  And 
doth  it  tend  to  banijh  providence  out  of  the 
World ?  It  feems  then,  we  arc;  denied  the  Ufe 
of  fuch  Means  for  the  Pr derivation  of  Man¬ 
kind,  as  the  Almighty  in  his  wife  and  good 
Providence,  has  difcover’d  :  Such  Principles, 
I  think,  would  better  fit  the  Turks  Fatey  than 
the  Chriflians  Providence . 

But  he  fays,  p.  iS.  thePrefervation  of  Life 
is  little  beholden  to  this  Practice,  fince  the 
confeffed  Mifcarriages  in  this  Method ,  are 
more  than  have  happened  in  the  ordinary 
Way.  Confefled  Mifcarriages  ?  Strange  Afler- 
tion !  A  Sermon  too !  wherein,  a  few  Lines 
after,  he  talks  of  Forgers  of  Lies  $  fuch,  he 
thinks,  they  may  be  accounted ,  who  confident¬ 
ly  tell  us  what  is  impojfible  for  them  to  know . 
But  what  muft  they  be  accounted  then,  who 
aflert  Things  they  muft  know  to  be  falfe ,  if 
they  know  any  Thing  of  what  they  pretend 
to  write  about  ?  Doth  he  know  of  any  Pa¬ 
tron  of  Inoculation,  who  confefleth  more  Mif¬ 
carriages  have  happen’d  this  Way,  than  the 
common  Way?  Nay,  doth  he  know  any  E- 
nemy,  who  durft  venture,  before  himfelf,  to 
fay  fo  ?  Do  not  the  Advifers  hereof,  from  all 
Parts,  agree,  not  fo  much  as  one  ever  really 
died  of  Inoculation,  rightly  perform’d  ?  Do 

not 
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not  even  Dr.  Dougtdfs's  Letters,  writ  againft 
the  Practice,  allow  that  they  are  more  Favou¬ 
rable  ,  and  not  fo  Mortal  this  Way,  as  by  the 
common  Way  of  Infedion  ?  And  doth  not 
Mr.  Maffey  know,  even  Dr.  Wagflajfe  him- 
felf,  is  not  able  to  produce,  from  amongft  the 
many  now  inoculated  amongft  ms,  more  than 
two  difputed  Infiances  ?  Whence  had  he  his 
Intelligence  *  "  r  •  4  y 

Whence  alfo,  has  he  the  Conclufion,  p.  19. 
that  it  is  no  Security  ?  I  cannot  fee  from 
whence,,  unlefs  from  the  other’s  Affertion,  p. 
1 8.  that  the  inoculated  are  fecure ,  and  his 
bare  Denial  of  it,  to  which  he  feems  to  dired 
us. 

But  p.  20.  it  is  forbidden  by  the  Jixth  Com¬ 
mandment ,  viz.  a  Way  to  preferve  from  one 
of  the  mo  ft  fatal  Difeafes,  Man  is  aftlided 
withal,  is  forbidden  by  that  Prohibition,  Thou 
jhalt  not  Kill . 

*P.  24.  he  fays  the  Danger  of  Infedion  will 
keep  People  from  licentious  Cities ,  (let  the 
Londoners  confider  the  Goodnefs  of  that  Ar¬ 
gument,)  and  the  Fear  of  this  Diftemper  will 
make  them  fober ;  whereas,  were  the  Danger 
remov’d,  and  People  fecur’d,  *tis  a  Chance 
they  won  d  belefs  Righteous^  p.  26.  and  hence, 
I  fuppofe,  he  would  conclude,  Death  and  Dif¬ 
eafes  are  Bleffings  we  muft  not  endeavour  to 
fecure  againft,  by  any  preventive  Methods. 

This,  I  think,  is  all  in  the  Sermon  concerns 
the  Affair  before  us ;  the  reft  I  leave  to  Divines : 
And  I  think  it  concerns  fuch  to  fee  that  Reii- 
3  gioa 
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gion  be  not  made  a  ftalking  Horfe  to  every 
vile  Purpofe.  Shall  Religion,  fo  excellently 
fitted  for  the  Benefit  of  Societies,  and  Happi- 
nefs  of  every  particular  Perfon  $  that,  for  this 
very  Reafon,  the  Enemies  thereof,  efteem  it 
only  a  human  Device  ^  lhall  fuch  an  Inftitu- 
tion  be  dill  perverted  to  the  Differ  vice  of 
both  *  Does  it  leave  us  as  little  Liberty  to  Pre¬ 
fer  ve  our  felves,  as  mortal  Men ,  as  fome  have 
endeavour’d  to  perfuade  us,  it  does  to  Defend 
our  Rights,  as  Englishmen ? 

I  wifh  the  happy  Conduct  of  the  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily  ,  in  this  Particular  before  us,  has  not  oi}t 
of  an  abundant  Refped,  occafiond  fome  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Zeal  againft  the  Pradice.  However  that 
be,  let  you  and  I  form  our  Opinions  only  up¬ 
on  Fads  5  and  no  farther,  and  no  longer  Plead 
for  it;  than  it  fhall  really  appear  conducive  to 
the  Welfare  of  Mankind. 

You  have  here  the  Refult  of  an  Hours  Read¬ 
ing  and  Writing.  I  acknowledge  my  felf  too 
apt  to  be  Slovenly,  and  in  a  Hurry  5  but  tho* 
I  am  without  Ceremony,  I  am  with  great  Sin¬ 
cerity, 

SIR, 

Po:“;  ^a]y  ^our  humble  Servant . 

30,  1722. 
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N  your  laft  you  defire  of  me  a 
particular  Account  of  the  Inocu¬ 
lation  of  my  own  Children :  As 
I  writ  down  every  Day  what  oc¬ 
cur^,  for  my  private  Satisfaction, 
I  will  fend  it  you  in  the  plain  Manner  it  was 
writ,  after  I  have  acquainted  you  that  my  two 
Daughters  are  about  Eight  and  Six  Years  of 
Age,  my  two  Sons  about  Three  and  a  half, 
and  Two,  and  that  they  were  all  prepar’d  for 
the  Operation  fome  Days  before,  by  Purg¬ 
ing,  &c. 

On  Saturday,  June  i  <5,  about  Noon,  an 
Apothecary  in  the  Neighbourhood,  with  much 
Difficulty,  obtain’d  from  one  under  his  Care 
in  the  diftinft  Smallpox,  the  Quantity  of 
fcarce  two  Drops  of  Matter,  which  was  taken 
up  on  the  Ends  of  little  Doffils  of  Lint,  and 
applied  to  (light  Incifions,  made  by  another 
Hand,  in  each  Arm  of  my  four  Children,  in 
the  Place  where  Iffues  are  ufually  made.  I 
had  before  vifited  the  Perfon  from  whom  the 
Matter  was  taken,  and  upon  Examination, 
found  him  to  be  otherwife,  of  a  good  Con¬ 
futation.  We  were  doubtful  whether  fo  very 
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inconftderable  a  Quantity  would  have  the  defi- 
red  EfFed. 

Sunday ,  in  the  Evening,  the  Doflils  were 
taken  away,  and  Colewort-Leaf  applied.  Mon¬ 
day,  all  remain'd  well :  On  Tuefday,  the  Edges 
of  feme  of  the  Incifions  were  a  little  red,  o~ 
thers  aim  oft  dried  up  :  This  Day  the  youngeft 
Girl  had  a  Fit  of  an  Ague*  I  fhould  have 
told  you  (he  had  a  Fit  of  it,  Saturday ,  in  the 
Afternoon,  and  then  I  perceiv’d  it  was  a  Quar¬ 
tan ,  flic  having  had  it  the  Wednefday  before  ; 
but  being  afterwards  pretty  well,  it  was  not 
regarded. 

Wednesday,  the  Hues  (allow  me  to  call 
them  fo )  in  three  of  the  Children,  run,  and 
have  red  Spots  round  them  $  but  in  the  eldeft 
Boy  they  feem  dos'd  up.  Thurfday^  they 
continue  in  the  fame  State,  only,  ail  their  If- 
fues  now  run  a  little.  Friday ,  the  youngeft 
Girl  had  her  Ague,  and  the  eldeft  look’d  a  lit¬ 
tle  heavy,  and  dull :  In  the  Night  file  vomited, 
and  was  Feverifh. 

Saturday  23,  file  had  a  confiderable  Fever, 
Gaft  much,  and  complain’d  of  her  Head.  The 
eldeft  Boy,  alfo,  vomited,  was  Feverifh,  and 
had  a  painful  Swelling  in  his  Neck  :  A  large 
Puftule  appear’d  on  his  Cheek.  The  other 
two  had  a  gentle  Fever  3  but  that  leaft  who 
had  the  Ague. 

Sunday  24,  the  eldeft  Girl’s  Fever  continues 
pretty  high,  fhe  complains  ftill  of  her  Head, 
and  is  fomewhat  Delirious.  The  others  are 
alfo  Feverifti,  and  Dull.  The  Puftule  in  the 
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eldeft  Boy's  Face  increafes :  Some  Spots  appear 
on  the  youngeft  Boy. 

Monday  25.  The  eldeft  Girls  Fever  is 
much  abated  :  She  hath  a  painful  Tumor  in 
her  Arm  ;  and  here  and  there  a  Spot  appears: 
On  the  eldeft  Boy  two  or  three  are  vifible, 
and  he  plays  about  the  Houfe.  The  young- 
eft  Boy  hath  a  pretty  many  in  his  Face,  and 
elfewhere  :  The  youngeft  Girl  hath  alfo  a  few. 
This  was  her  Ague-day,  and  fhe  was  Feverifh 
about  the  ufual  Time,  but  it  went  off  as  before. 

Tuefday  2  <5.  The  three  eldeft  have  about 
Twenty  or  Thirty  each  ;  but  the  youngeft  Boy 
too  many  to  be  numbered.  The  eldeft  Girl, 
who  had  been  fo  Ill  before  the  Eruption,  is 
now  free  from  the  Fever,  the  Tumour  is  gone* 
and  fhe  plays  about  the  Room  with  the  reft. 
The  other  Girl,  who  had  fomewhat  of  her 
Ague-Fit,  in  the  Afternoon  yefterday,  has  a 
little  of  it  now. 

Wednefday  27.  The  Pocks  in  the  eldeft 
Girls  Face  are  very  red  about  the  Edges,  but 
do  not  yet  rife  to  any  height :  ’Tis  the  fame 
in  the  other  Girl,  and  eldeft  Boy.  In  the 
youngeft  Boy  they  rife’ well,  and  look  fome¬ 
what  whitifh  at  Top,  in  his  Face.  The  Xf- 
fues  are  deep  in  all  of  them,  and  Difcharge 
much  3  and  from  henceforward  are  drefs’d 
twice  a  Day.  Towards  the  Evening,  the  el¬ 
deft  Girl  complains  of  her  Throat. 

Thurfday  28.  Her  Puftules  rife,  withwhi- 
tifh  Heads,  and  not  fo  red  and  inflam’d  at 
Bottom,  as  before.  The  youngeft  Boy’s  are 
moftly  whitilli  at  Top ;  thofe  on  his  Chin 
yellow  5  his  Face  fwells.  The  eldeft  Boy’s 
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rife  a  little.  They  eat  heartily  what  is  allowed 
them,  have  no  Fever,  and  play  about. 

Friday  29.  The  youngeft  Boy’s  Face  fwells 
more,  and  he  is  almoft  Blind  :  His  Pocks  look 
more  and  more  yellowiftiinhisFace,  with  red 
Edges  5  in  his  Body  they  have  whitifli  Heads : 
He  has  no  Fever,  and  craves  for  Viduals.  In 
the  youngeft  Girls  Face  about  ten  Puftules 
now  rife  fairly,  with  Heads :  She  feels  no  more 
of  her  Ague.  They  are  all  brisk  and  well. 
This  Night  the  youngeft  Boy  is  fore  and  un- 
eafy,  the  Puftules  in  his  Body  being  as  big  as 
large  Peas. 

Saturday  30.  The  eighth  Day  of  their  Ill- 
nefs.  The  youngeft  Boy’s  Pocks  turn  more 
and  more  yellow,  and  begin  to  go  off  in  a 
yellow  Scab,  more  exadly  refembliog  Syden¬ 
ham's  Defcription  of  the  regular  diftind  Sort, 
than  any  I  ever  faw  before.  Towards  Evening 
his  Pulfe  was  a  little  quick,  and  he  was  fome- 
what  reftlefs  5  wherefore  he  had  a  Tea-fpoonful 
of  cDiacodium->  and  had  a  good  Night.  The 
Pocks  on  both  the  Girls  have  whitifh  Heads. 

Sunday ,  July  x .  The  youngeft  Boys  Pocks 
go  off  more  and  more  in  his  Face  in  a  yel¬ 
low  Scab :  He  peeps  up,  eats  heartily,  and  plays 
with  the  others.  The  Pocks  in  the  eldeft  Girl’s 
Face,  about  twelve  in  Number,  now  -go  off 
in  a  yellowifti  Scab.  On  the  youngeft  Girl 
they  continue  with  a  good  Head,  and  red  Cir¬ 
cumference.  The  eldeft  Boy  ran  about  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  Time,  and  often  pull’d  off 
the  Dreflihgs  off  his  Arms,  whereupon  the 
Iffues  dried  up  for  a  Time,  but  upon  frefli  Ap¬ 
plication  of  Cole  wort*  Leaf  they  run  again  : 

He 
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He  alfo  rub’d  off  the  Heads  of  his  few  Pocks.' 
He  is  now  fomewhat  Feverifh,  and  has  a  Swel¬ 
ling  in  his  upper  Lip. 

Monday  2.  The  eldeft  Girl’s  Pocks  are  pret¬ 
ty  well  gone  off.  The  youngeft  Girls  con¬ 
tinue  ftill  with  yellowifh  Heads  :  No  Symp¬ 
tom  of  her  Ague.  The  Swelling  abates  in  the 
youngeft  Boys  Face  5  he  fees  5  and  that  Night 
the  Pocks  are  moftly  dried  up  in  his  Face. 

Tuefday  3  •  They  dry  up  in  his  Body  :  He 
plays,  eats  heartily,  and  has  no  Fever.  The 
eldeft  Boy  is  fomewhat  Feverifti  5  and  one  of 
the  Pocks  in  his  Leg,  which  he  had  fcratch’d, 
fwells  the  Parts  round  it,  and  is  painful  3  fome 
Matter  comes  from  it  :  His  Lip  continues 
fwell’d  :  One  of  his  Iffues  is  dry,  the  other 
runs.  The  Pocks  in  the  youngeft  Girl’s  Face 
now  alfo  go  off  in  a  yellow  Scab. 

fVednefday  4.  The  youngeft  Girl’s  Pocks 
moftly  dry  up  ;  but  fome  are  ftill  fo  full  and 
yellow,  as  would  convince  the  moft  obftinate 
of  their  Genuinenefs.  The  eldeft  Boy’s  only,  do 
not  run  their  Courfe  regularly  5  which  how¬ 
ever,  I  believe,  is  owing  to  his  tearing  them 
off.  He  is  lefs  Feverifh,  and  his  Swelling  a- 
bates :  His  Iffues  run  a  little.  Thefe,  in  the 
others  are  filling  up,  and  run  lefs  than  before. 
They  crave  much  for  Viduals. 

Thurfday  s.  *  They  are  fo  well,  I  have  or¬ 
dered  them  all  Phyfick  for  to-morrow. 

Since  that,  I  kept  no  T)iary  3  but  the  Hole 
in  the  Boy’s  Leg  not  being  large  enough  to 
Difcharge  the  Matter,  it  was  a  little  enlarg’d* 
and  is  fince  heal’d  up.  Moft  of  their  Iffues 
foon  after  dried  up  :  In  two  only,  a  little  proud 
i  E  2  Flefli 
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Fleffi  arofe,  but  of  no  Confequencc ;  and  all 
the  Incifions  are  long  fince  perfedly  heal'd. 
The  greateft  Difficulty  has  been  to  reftraio  their 
eager  Appetites. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  an  artlefs,  but 
faithful  Relation  of  Fad,  and  conceal’d  no¬ 
thing.  I  liad  a  great  Opinion  of  the  Pradice, 
and  thought  I  could  not  anfwer  the  Negled  of 
fecuring  my  Children  againft  the  too  often  dif- 
mal  Effeds  of  the  Small-Tox  $  and,  I  affure 
you,  I  value  them  too  much,  to  hazard  them 
by  a  Method,  I  had  not  good  Reafon  to  think 
fafe.  But,  as  People  are  fo  much  difpos’d  at 
prefent,  to  give  a  wrong  Turn  to  every  Acci¬ 
dent  upon  this  Occafion,  I  think  it  prudent  to 
leave  every  one  entirely  to  their  own  Choice, 
and  ffiall  perfuade  none  to  follow  my  Example. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  Clamour  and  Ex¬ 
clamation  there  was  againft  me,  Mr.  Waller , 
an  Apothecary  in  Gofport>  had  the  Courage  to 
Inoculate  his  three  Children.  This  was  done 
about  three  Weeks  after  mine,  and  they  all  had, 
indifputably,  the  genuine  Small-Tox .  They 
all  fickned  the  feventh  Day  5  had  all  the  Symp¬ 
toms  ufually  preceding  the  Eruption  5  one  of 
them,  of  a  fanguine  Conftitution,  feverely  : 
The  Pocks  came  out  on  all  the  ninth  Day,  up¬ 
on  which  the  Symptoms  difappear’d  in  two  of 
them,*  on  the  other,  who  was  much  the  worft, 
the  Eruption  was  not  perfeded  ’till  the  eleventh 
Day,  when  (he  had  a  great  many,  with  three 
or  four  little  Patches  of  the  Flux  Kind  :  The 
eldeft  had  feveral  Hundreds  5  but  the  youngeft, 
a  little  Boy  not  two  Years  old,  who  really 
happen’d  to  have  mod  Matter  applied  to  him, 

had 
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had  not  above  fifty  or  fixty :  This  Child,  who 
was  then  catting  fome  Teeth,  had  a  Loofenefs 
thro’  moft  of  the  Time,  and  his  Incifions  did 
not  Difcharge  near  fo  much  as  the  others.  Their 
Puftules  (efpecially  thofe  of  the  two  Girls)  grew 
large,  and  full  of  a  very  laudable  Matter,  con¬ 
tinued  their  due  Time,  and  then  went  off  in  a 
yellowifh  Scab.  The  two  Girl's  Incifions  be¬ 
came  deep,  and  large,  ran  very  plentifully,  and 
are  not  yet  quite  dried  up.  The  Pocks  conti¬ 
nued  a  few  Days  longer  on  the  youngeft  Girl, 
than  the  others:  She  was  fometimes  Feverifh, 
and  Reftlefs,  but  had  no  Occafion  for  any  other 
Medicine,  than  now  and  then  a  gentle  Hyp¬ 
notic.  Not  one  of  thefe  Children  has  had  a- 
ny  Tumor,  or  Swelling  5  and  they  are  now  a- 
bout,  as  before  the  Operation,  very  well,  and 
very  hungry. 

I  come  now,  according  to  your  Defire,  to 
give  you  fomething  of  a  rational  Account  of 
the  Safety  of  this  Method.  You  know  what 
wretched  Work  the  Gentleman  makes  of  it, 
who  writes  the  Letter  from  New-Englandy 
publifhed  by  Mr.  'Drummer  5  tho5  otherwife  a 
Man  of  Learning,  and  Senfe,  and  aware  of  the 
Folly  of  attempting  it :  However,  let  us  try. 

If  we  examine,  what  gives  Safety  in  the  natm 
ral  Way,  we  fhall  find  we  have  much  more  Rea- 
fon  to  exped  it  in  this.  The  Difpofition  of  the 
Fluids  and  Solids  in  Children,  difpofeth  them, 
in  general,  to  have  this  Difeafe  more  favoura¬ 
bly  than  grown  Perfons.  Here,  you  have  it  in 
your  Power  to  give  it  at  what  Time  you  pleafe ; 
when  the  Mind  fhall  not  be  oppreffed  with  the 
Apprehenfions  of  Danger^  (a  Circumftance  of¬ 
ten 
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ten  very  fatal  to  Adults ; )  when  the  Body  is  in 
a  good  State  of  Health,  not  too  full  of  Blood, 
or  grofs  Humours,  a  Difpofttion  we  endeavour 
to  gain  by  Bleeding,  Vomiting,  or  otherwife, 
when  it  is  often  too  late,  in  the  common  Way. 
In  this,  perhaps,  the  Patient  is  feized  by  the  In¬ 
fection,  after  a  Debauch,  when  his  Blood  is  in 
a  Flame,  or  his  Body  otherwife  put  into  a  Tem¬ 
per  very  unfit  to  grapple  with  the  Smaii-'P  ox* 

We  gefterally  find  this  Diftemper  is  Epidemi¬ 
cal  j  and  that  it  is  at  fome  Times,  very  favoura¬ 
ble,  at  others,  very  fatal.  Who  would  not 
chufe  to  have  his  Chance  in  the  former,  rather 
than  in  the  latter  ?  By  Inoculation,  he  may 
have  it,  at  what  Time,  and  from  what  Sort  he 
pleafeth.  Thefe  are  evident  Advantages  in.  this 
Method  5  it  is  therefore  needlefs  to  enquire  into 
thofe  more  Occult  5  as,  whether  a  Diicharge 
of  the  Variolous  Seminium  may  not  be  more 
fafely  obtain’d  by  a  Spark  thus  communicated, 

,  than  by  an  epidemical  Contagion  conveyed  into 
the  Mouth,  Lungs,  Stomach,  and  other  Parts 
of  a  Body,  previoufly  difpofed  by  a  bad  Difpo- 
fition  of  the  Air,  or  otherwife,  to  receive  the 
Diftemper  in  a  more  intenfe  Degree.  Much 
more  might  be  faid,  were  it  neceftary  to  fupport 
Fads  by  precarious  Reafonings,  to  fhew  why  a 
milder  Sort  are  produced  this  Way,  than  by 
the  other. 

When  that  is  done,  the  feveral  Stages  of  the 
Diftemper  are  eafy  in  Proportion  :  But  if  there 
be  wanting  any  Difcharge  by  the  Puftules,  it  is 
fupplied  in  this  Way  by  the  Incifions,  which 
Gfuaily  throw  off  more  than  a  thoufand  Pocks. 
You  know  of  what  Confequence  a  Salivation 
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is  in  the  Flux  Kind,  the  Swelling  of  the  Face* 
and  Hands,  the  Methods  Nature  takes  to  free 
her  felf  from  the  Load  which  oppreffeth  her,  in 
that  difmal  Stadium  of  this  Diftemper;  what 
Methods  of  Bleeding,  Bliftering,  Cupping  and 
Purging  have  been  propofed  for  this  Purpofe. 
Here  you  have  a  much  more  fafe  and  effedual 
Evacuation  5  and  Security  againft  thofe  Fevers, 
Deliriums,  Quinfies,  Peripneumonies,  Impoft- 
humations,  Gangrenes,  and  other  fatal  Effeds 
of  the  Matter  being  detain’d  in  the  Blood,  or 
thrown  upon  the  Brain,  Throat,  Lungs,  or 
Limbs.  But  after  all,  let  us  ftill  fly  to  Fads, 
as  Umpire  in  this  Cafe :  For  Reafon  would  no 
more  have  difcovered  this  to  us,  than  it  would 
have  taught  us  that  thcBark  would  cure  an  Ague, 
Opium  relieve  thofe  in  Pain,  or  Mercury  dif- 
charge  the  venereal  Taint.  So  much  for  the 
Safety  of  this  Method. 

As  for  the  Security  it  gives  from  any  future 
Attacks  of  this  Diftemper  :  If  it  really  produces 
the  true  Small-Bcx ,  as  thofe  may  be  convinced 
it  does,  who  will  frequently  attend  the  inocula¬ 
ted  ;  if  the  ufual  Symptoms  precede  the  Erup¬ 
tion  of  the  Pimples,  and  thefe  run  their  due 
Courfe,  as  they  really  do,  with  this  only  Diffe¬ 
rence  from  the  common  Sort,  as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  toobferve,  that  being  generally  of  a 
very  mild  Nature,  they  impofthumate,^/^.  have 
white,  then  yellow  Heads,  rather  foonerthan 
the  other ;  and  the  Matter  being  lefs  Corrofive, 
feldom  leaves  Pits  behind  j  and  the  after  Red- 
nefs,  if  any,  fooner  difappears :  If  the  fmalleft 
Number,  and  moft  favourable,  in  the  common 
Way,  have  (’till  now  at  leaft)  beetv  efteern  d  to 
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*  give  fufficient  Security  5  what  Reafon  can  there 
t  be  to  queftion,  whether  thofe  who  have  had 
fuch  by  Inoculation,  are  fecured  ?  Efpecially, 
fince  it  is  confirm’d  by  A  durances  from  Abroad, 
where  it  hath  been  experienced  for  many  Years, 
by  Trials  at  New- England,  and  at  Home,  where 
the  inoculated  have  attended  others  in  the  Dif- 
temper  3  nor  can  its  Enemies,  notwithftanding, 
produce  any  real  Inftance,  that  thofe  who  had  it 
by  Inoculation,  have  it  again  5  (but  charge  them 
with  fpreading  the  Diftemper,  forgetting,  that 
nemo  dot  quod  non  habet ,  they  could  not  give 
what  they  had  not  5 )  and  yet  we  almoft  every 
where  meet  with  thole  who  will  pretend  to  give 
Inftances  of  fome  who  had  the  Small-Pox  twice 
even  in  the  natural  Way.  We  have  alfo  Affii- 
ranccs  that  Inoculation  has  been  perform’d  on 
fome  who  had  the  Small-Pox  before,  but  pro¬ 
duc’d  it  not  again.  What  more  wan’d  we  have  i 
I  look  upon  ail  any  Children  to  be  fecured 
from  this  Diftemper  from  the  future,  altho*  one 
of  them  had  it  not  fo  indifputably  as  others  I 
have  feen  ;  but  ftiould  it  fo  happen,  that  anyone 
of  them  fliould  have  it  again,  I  lhall  think  my 
felf  obliged  to  let  thePublkk  know  of  it  5  efpe- 
cially  fince  it  has  been  inform'd  (I  know  not  by 
what  Means)  of  the  Succefs  of  their  Inoculation. 

By  this  Time,  I  doubt  not,  you  are  well  c- 
nough  pleafed  to  find  I  have  no  more  to  fay,  but 
that  I  am. 

Tout  humble  Servant . 

F  I  N  I  S. 


